Proves be the Word of - God, 
"And the only foundarion of Faith, 


and Rule 7 our obedience. 


we” CLEAR CONVICTION 
Of the Errours of thoſe that are called 


= Who: blaſphemouſly afficm, . 
That the-Scriptures are not the wad 


of God, nor the. foundation of. Faith,nor the 
. only rule for our Obedience. 


; Againſt which Errours, theſe two Propoſitions are maintained. 


I. That the Scriptures contained inthe Books.of the Old and New Teſta- !Þ 
ment,commonty called the Bible,is the revealed Will & Word of God, ag 

IT. Thatthe Scriptures which is the Word of God, isthe only A * 
tion for our faith, and the only rule for qur obedience. f*" þ 


By SAMPSON TOUNESEND, Miniſter of the Goſpel, _ Paſtor of + 
8. Auftins, and Saviours Pariſh in Norwich. 


Prov. 13-1 13. Who ſo deſpiſeth the Word of of God ſhall be deſtroyed. 
er.8.9. Lo, they have rejefted the Word of, the Lord;and what wiſdome 15 in the? 
x0d.32- 16... And the Tables were the ws. of Go! and the writing was the writing: of 
God, graven upon the Tables. 
2 Pet. 1.24;-For the prophefie came not in o1d time by the will of man, but holy men ſrake as 
they were moved by the bly Ghoſt. 
Ia. 8. 20.-To the Law and to the Teſtimony , if they ſpeab not according to this Word, 
it-#y becauſe t there i..no light iu them. 


London, P Pr rinred by $.G, for Will; F on Book- ſeller in in Norwich, 1654+ 


$4 Xe a = 5 4 
i 22 = 
+ 7 , z- 
iS #- +8 $p4,.456# ; 


on 
" 3 


CHRIST OPHER ADKINSON, 
JAMES LANCASTE R, 
GEORGE WHIT EHEAD, 
and THOMAS SIM ONDS: 
Now in Norwich Gaol, for their blaſph:- 
my and miſcerioges. 


Pa F ever the truth of God were turned in- 
=: i. to a lye, It is by you that deny the 
2 Scriptures to be the truth of God, and 
b 7 bet pretend immediate revelations to be 
the rule for your. aQtions. I ſhall mind you of a 
aflage of a reverend miniſter now with God-*he 
aith, There # a generation of men, riſing now, if nat  M*. Bur- 
riſen, that begiz to have vile thoughts of the writtes bY: = 
word of God, and think to underſtand the mind of God pag.51. 
 othermiſe,@&c,Fut (faith he) when they are rotten, and 
it may be when their ns are periſhed in bell, the writ- 
ten Ay of God ſhall land,and be honourable in the ejes 
of all bis $ajuts. You acknowledge the Scriptures 
to be the trnth, and yet deny them to be the 
A 2 word 
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©. _TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
rd.of Gad. Aſtrange. paradox Asif the (crip- 
'rurs HEE IG alles the truth of God, And God, , 
whichis theGog of truth, ſhould not be theauthor 
 King.17- of the truth:Qr'as if man,which is vanity, yea a ly, 
£4 2.5. {hould yet be the onely author of the truth. Ulpon 
Deur.32.4 this your error deped your othererrors of denying 
P@l.31.5- thefcripturestobetheonly ground of your faith, 
and the onely rule for your obedtence-for did you 
believe the {criptures to be the word of God, they 
would cleerly,convince you of the errors of your 
jpdgemgns and practice in many things. Let me 
reaſon with. you a little; you acknowledge the 
ſcripture to be the truth, you muſt of neceffity 
alſo grant that whatſoever is contrary 
to truth is. an error.;, And having granted this, 
ſee what will follow upon it. by way oftrial 
of your judgement and practice. It is your | 
zudgement, that you are perfect and free from 
all fin: ſee this tobe an error, contrary to the 
truth, in Fcele,7.20, Job 18,10: You deny the 
power of the 'Magiſtrate in the matters of God, 
contrary to the\truth in Row. 13. 1. to6. Joh.31. 
11,28, You not only ſpeak evill of governers, 
bur of government alſo, contrary to the truth 
in 7it,3.2. 272-240. Jude 8. You condemn the 
minifters of the Church of | Ezeland, and defpiſe 
them as falſe teachers,and ſay, they know nothing 
of the true light: although they ſpeak nothing 
but what is according to the Law and teſtimo- 
y nie of God in his word, whichis the rule to try all 
teachers by, 1/a.8. 20, This your judgement 1s 
' an error, it being contrary to 77t.2.15. and 
| know 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
know, that in thus doing, ye doe not onely 
. deſpite man, bur God. I ſhall not foul paper, m [2+ pa 
mentioning your judging, cenfuring, and''con- 4s. 
deinning, ot both Magiſtrates and M-niſters3 
onely ſee how contrary this your practice 18to 
_ truth; '17at.7. 1,2. Rom. 14.10,13. Jam.4.tl. You 
condemn rhe miniſters of the Church of England 
forpreaching for hire; whereas ye do not know 
their ends in preaching; and thus you are become 
judges of evil! thoughts; Contrary to the truth ,, , 
1n 1Cor. 4.5, — — Judge nothing before the time. 
And you deny that miniſters ſhould take any 
wagesfor their work : But your error, hercin,you 
may eaſily perceive, If you conſider that Chrift 
and*the Apoltle give ſtrong reaſons for their 
maintenance, at. 10. 10. Luk. 10.7. 1 Ti#.5.18, 
1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. note it. Likewiſe the Apoſtle 
himſelte took wages ofthe Churches,to do ſervice 
. 1n the miniſterie, 2 Cor. 11.8. andiaid an 1njun- 
Aion upon the people to give him wages, Gat. 
6.6, Let him that is taught in the word 
communicate unto him that teacheth, inall{good 
things. Mark, he dothnot ſay, let him con- 
tribute ('as an almes) but communicate, as a 
right, as wages : And in the next verſe, he Gal.s.-, 
intimates, that God is mocked, when his Mi- 
niſters are not maintained. But God will not 
be: mocked, neither will he be robbed , but 
they ſhall hear ye are Curſad. I ſhall menti- Mal.3-2.9 
on no more of your errors, My defigne (ac- \*2*'3 
cording to promiſe) is, To prove the Scrip- 
tures to be the word of God; the onely PRs 
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of faith, and rule for our obedience : which 
I have here preſented you with. Read it, ex- 


- 


amine'it:' if it be. not. truth, witneſſe by- truth 
againſt- jt: If it be truth (as undoubredly you 
will 'igd'it ſo.) then ſubmit to it, be ruled by 
itz" And doubtleſſe your bodies ſhall be freed 
from your deſerved impriſonment, and your ſouls 
from the threatned damnation againſt falſe 
jew doi and ſuch as caft off their firſt faith. 
I reſt an enemie toerror, and | 


. 


From my ſindic 


January 29. 165% A friend totryth, 


Sampſon Tonneſend. 
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"THE EPTST.LP-: 
To the READER. 


READER, | 
TNF thy heart-be not prieved to bear the blaſphemy of 
SR thoſe that deny Gods truth, his meſſengers, his or= 

| dinances, thon haſt much cauſe to ſuſpe@ thy love 
| to God,hig truth,or ordinances. The firft ſtep to 

| errours is, to have our love abated towards the 

truth.T ou need not marveil, if thoſe that yeceive mbt the truth in 

the love of it, that they may be ſaved, but deny God to be the au- 

thour of the truth, 1h at they are carried on 7 ſtrong deluſions to , Theſ.2. 
believe a lye, that they night be damned : the Jutlgement is long 10,11,12- 
ſince threatued, When men forſake the right way, they muſt nee 

goe aifray. When mien forſake the fountain of living water, then 2 Pet.2-15 
doe they dig to themſelves broken ciſterns that can hold mo water. 

When ſound dottrine will not be indaret,then ſuch as turn away , rig, 
fromthe truth are regarde!.Tboſe that deny the ſcriptures to be the ,,4, © 
word of God, turne to be filthy dreamers , defpiſing dominion, 
aud ſpeaking evill of dignities, ( as Jude thr 4 ey tell their lude. 8. 
dreames and pretended revelations to the people, and would per- 
ſwade men, they are the word of God; but as the trophet Jeremi- Jer-03.4 $» 
ah ſaith, The Lord is againſt them that propheſie falſe dreams, Jer. 93.27 
that uſe their tongues, and ſay, he ſaith. Beloved, theſe arethe 32. : 
latter times(propheſied of long ſince )in which ſome ſhall depart 
from the faithgiving heed unto ſeducing ſpirits, and Dodrines of 
Devils : For » ever there were a Dottrine of Devils, or a De- 1 110-46 
viliſh Dofrine vented on earth, this is one ; To perſwade men 

the ſcriptures are not the word of God,and that they mul be gui- 

ded only by the light within them. If the Divell can but perſwade 
men to believe this deAriney it will be eafie toperſwade them,to 
deny the 1;ſe of all meanes of grace, and all principles of religion, 
& tobe led altogether by the ſuggeftions of Sathan,while he - 
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Mar. 5.10. 


2 Cor. 4.4. 


9 Pet. 2.2. 
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Luk. 17. 
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To the Reader. 


ſwades them it is the light within them, by which onely they mn* 
be guided : contrary to I{a.8.20. Tet theſe men that teach this 
Deviliſh Doftrine, with many more , would perſwade the world 
(altbor:gh they juſtly ſuffer for their ungodly pra@ice ) that they 
are per/ecuted,and ſuffer for the cauſe of God. But we know,it 1s 
20t the [rffering,but the cauſegthat makes the Martyr : and ſure 1 
am, they ſufſer not for righteouſneſſe ſake ; and therefore not for 
the cauſe of God : Unleſſe it be the God of this world,who hath 
blinded their minds ©c. Shall ſuch as poyſen mens bodies be 
puniſhed with death ? And mult thoſe that poyſon mens ſouls 
with Danmable dofrines goe unpuniſhed? Tou may read at your 
leaſure, how ſevere God is againſt ſeducers, in Deut.13. To 
conclude,art thou one that jtandejt firm in the faith? pray to 
God, thou maijt keep thy jtanding ; art thou one that. art wa- 
vering minded? theu adhere to and follow after thoſe teachers 
that are ſound in the faith, whom God hath ſet over you 3 And 
know,that unſtable ſouls are they that are beguiled by falſe teacl - 
ers : Wherefore hearken not to them, and as Chriſt commands 
you, go not after them, nor follow them : And make uſe of his fol= 
lowing antidote againit them. And art thou onethat art alrea- 
dy ſeduced inte tbe errour of denying the ſcriptures to be the word 
of Ged, Let me tell thee, that what is written in this book, ſhall 
either convince thee,or be a witneſſe again't thee. An1 if any one 
receive any benefit by theſe my No. nt » all that I defire 
is, they would bleſſe God for it ; and let him bave a ſhare in your 
prayers, who is willing to be * 


Your Servant, 


in and for the truth, 


Sampſon Touneſend. 


God. 


Proyed to be the Word of 


Da wv. 10.21. 
Twill ſhew thze that which is noted the Scripture of | 
Truth. | ig I 


Aving undertaken to maintain a- 
- gainſt the Quakers theſe two Pro- 
poſitions: | 
- I. That the Scriptures contained 
in the Books of the Old and New 
Teſtament, commonly called the vp 
Bible,is the revealed Will andWord 588 
of God. ' 'S 
AY IT. That the Seriptares, which is v3 
the Word of God, is the only foundation for our faith, and Ml | | 
the only rale for our obedience. {| 
I begin with the firft: And I ſhall prove, that the Scrip- 
tures is the Word of God ;. Fir/t, by Scripture it ſelf; Se- 
eoxdly, by Reaſon : He that will not belizve the Scriptures, 
is an Infidel ; That will not hear the voice of Reaſon,is a 
B:aft. The Scriptures ought ro convince us as Chriltians ; 
Reaſon, as rational men. And 1 doubt not but by both 
to clear up to every on2 { that reſolves not to be wiltully 
blind) that the Scriptures are the revealed Will of God. 
I. Iſhall prove, that the Scriptures are the Wordg-'/ ne 
God,by the t:Rimony of the Scriptures. We find For it bs all 
B Otie 
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The Seriptures proved to be the Word of God. 


out the Scriprures in ſeveral places, that God is ſaid, 1. To 
ſp2ak them. 2, To write them : or, 3. Tocauſe them to 
be written. 4. They b:ar Gods name and ritle upon them. 
Laſtly, by the titles that are given to the Miniſters that dc- 
clare them. I fhall give you ſeveral inſtances in Scripture 
tor all theſe. ; 

3. The Scriptures declare in a multitude of places, That 
God ſaid the words that are thercin written; I ſhall givc 
you fome few for all : Ger:143: God ſaid,&c. and in fevera] 
places in that Chapter, and throughout the Book it is often 
written, God ſaid, and the Lord faid; and. in Exo4, 3; 14. 
And God faid anto Moſes, I amithatÞ am. And in many 
places it is ſaid, The Lord ſpake to Moſes, and it is written 
what God ſaid to him, Exod. 20.1, God ſpake all theſe 
words, ſaying,%o, Ler.10.3. This is that: the, Lord ſpake, 
laying, I vill be ſanAified in them that come nigh me. Nur. 
11.25. And the Lord came down ina Cloud and fpake un- 
to him. Deut. 5. 22. Theſe words the Lord ſpake unto all 
your aſſembly, 7oſh. 24-2. And Foſma aid untoall the af 
ple, Thus faith the Lord God of Iſraeh. Foſt..p. 13. Thas 
ſaith the Lord, There tanaccurſed thing in the midftt of 
thee O Iſrael; 1 Seam. 2, 30. Wheretore the Lord God of 
| Iſrael ſaith, | ſaid indced, 8c v Fam 15.3, Thus faith the 
Lord of Hoſts, 1 Kiz..8. 35, Blefled be the. Lord Gad of 1/- 
rael, which ſpake with his mouth unto Devid my Father, 
and hath with his hand fulfilled ir, ſaying, &c. » Chron. 
21.9. And the Lord ſpake unto Davids. Scer, ſaying, &c., 1b 
1.7,8. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan. Pſal.50.1. The mighty 
God, the Lord hath ſpoken,Qc. Pſa. 12.5. Now will I a- 

riſe, ſaith the. Lord, I1ſa.24. 3 The Lord hath ſpoken this 
word. And in many places he ſaich, Thus faith; the Lord. 
Ter.1. 1,2, 439. The words of Jeremiah, &c. to whom the 
vid of the Lord came , &c. The Lord ſaith unto me, Bce- 
ho!d, I have putmy words in thy mouth ; and in many pla- 
ces.in that Book heſaich, Thus ith the Lord. Ezek. 7. 1. 
Thc word of th: Lord came unto megfayingz and in many 
"aces alio he ſaith, Thus faith the Lurd. Hoſ.r.z. The word 
T.rd thatcame unto Hoſea, Joel 1.1, The word on 

we 
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the Lord chat came ro Foel. Amor. t. Hear the Word that 
the Lord hath ſpoken ; and Fer. 8. Thr 1.5: hath fpoten, 
who can but prophetie? And in many places be fatich, Thus 
ſaith the Lotd, Ob:id-1. The viton ot 0b+448i3b, Thus in 
the Lord.- Iowzb 1. 1. Now the Word of che Lord cane 5e 
Fonab. Micah t.t. The Word of the Lord that came to 4: 
cab. N.:bum 1.12. Thus faith the Lord. Z:ph<.7.3. The V,rd 
of the Lord which came unto Zepharciah. Bc, 2 1. The VV ord 
of the Lord by the Propher Haggai,laying, Zh. nx. 1. The 
Word of the Lord came unto Zacbariab. Adal.1.1. The bur- 
den of the Word of the Lord to Iſraet by Afalachi. Thas 
have 1 noted ſome few of a muicicude of Scriptures inthe 
Old Teftament, that declare, What is written in the Scrip- 
tures, is no other but what God faid, and therefore his 
Word. ſhall nowalſo mtntion a tew of the many Scriptures 
in the New Teſtament, that declare it to bee the Word of 
God,becauſe the Lord did ſpeak it. Lake x2.20. But God 
aid, Thou fool,f&c. Heb.1.1,2, God,who at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners ſpake in time paſt unto the Fathers 
by the Prophers, hath in theſe laft daies ſpoken unto us by 
hls Son. And in every place almoſt throughout the 4 Evan- 
geliſts , the verie words of our Saviour Chriſt the Son of 
God, God and Man,are mentioned, M4a2.4.4,7.10. ln all 
which places, Jeſus Chriſt repels the Devils cemprations, by 
telling him'what God hath writcen in the O!d Teſtament. 
] ſhall not need co mention the ſayings and doings of our 
Savio 8 Chriſt, which are frequently recorded in the 
New Te nt. And hence it is,thac ic is called che Word 
of Chrift. C9/.3. 16. Let the Word of Chrift dwell in you. 
And the Goſpel is called the Goſpel of Chriſt. Afack 1.1. 
Th beginning of theGgoipel of Jeſus Chriſt the Sonne of 
God. Row. 1.16. I ami.negethamed af the Goſpel of Chritt. 
I ſhall not need fo mulciply more Texts of Scripture. Ic is 
called the Word of the critfiof the Goſpel. Co/.1.5.Brcauſe 
Jeſus Chriſt that is the Truth, ( Fobn 14 6. Jis the Authour 
of it. And thus ic appears the Scripuareg are the Word of 
God, becauſe as the Prophet Micab fairh, Micah 4.9. The 
mouth of the Lord of Ho!:s _ fpoken it. Forit is ajl 
2 one 
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one to ſay the otiprore faith, and God ſaith.. Heb. 13: 5. 
He (that is God)) hath ſaid, Iwill never leave thee nor for- 
ſakethee. And where ſaith heit? In che Scripture, Foſb.1.5. 
The word Scripture js put for God ſpeaking in the Scrip- 
ture. Gel.3.22, The Scripture harh concluded all under 
in, tha: the promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given 
tO them thae believe. And in Rom. x1. 33. (it, is ſaid) God 
hath concluded them - all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon ali. And thus it clearly appears,that the Scrip- 
tures are the Word of God, becauſe God hath ſpoken them. 

2. ] thall prove, chart the Scriptures are the Word of God, 
becauſe God wric them. The two Tables of ſtone delivered 
unto Moſes, were written with the finger of God. Exod. 31. 
18. Deut. 9.10. Exed.32.16. Andthe Tables were the work 
ot God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven 
upon the Tables. Hof. 8.12. I have written to them the 
grear things of my Law. And thus ic appears the,Scrip- 
cures are the Word of God, becauſe they are written by 
Gad. But here ariſes an ObjeRion, that I muſt needs re- 
ſolve before 1 goe any farther, and that is this. 

Obj-&. How cas the Scriptures be the Word of God,when we 
know tbe Prophets and Apoi#les writ much of them ? | 

Anſa. To which L anſwer, God Is ſaid to have written 
the Scriptures in theſe two reipeAs : 

Firft,becauſe the Fen Commandments were undoubtedly 
written by God himſelf,( as before was proved) and all che 
re(t that is written in the Volume of the Book tas it 
were a Comment or Expoſition of thofe ten PrecFÞte. 

Secondly, God is ſaid co have written the Scriptures, 
(though men were the infiruments) becauſe that what they 
writ was by the appointment of Gad, and by the help and 
afſiltance oft God ; God appointed them to wiite it, Exod. 
17.14- And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Write this for a me- 
morial in a Book. Tſa.$.1. Moreover, the Lord faid unto 

me, Take thee a great Rou), and write it with a mans pen, 
&c. Fer. 30.3. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord God of Iſ-ael,ſaying, 
Write thee all the words that I have ſpoken to thee in a 


Book. Fer. 36, 1,2, This is the word that came. unto Tere- 
miab 
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mizb from theLord ſaying, Tace unto thee aRoul of a Book, 
and write therein all the words that I have ſpoken unto thee, 
&c. Hib.2.2, And the Lord anſwered me, and ſaid, Write 
the Vition,and make it plain upon Tables, that he may run 
that readech it. And Jobn inthe Revelations,is commanded 
by Chrilt, to write the things which he had {cen, and the 
things which are, and things which (hall be hereateer, Rev. 
$3.19. Andin Rcy.14 13. Theard a voice from Heaven, ſay= 
ing unto me, Write Bleſſed, &c, And thus ir appeares the 
Scriptures are the written Word of God, becaule God him- 
ſe]f writ them, and cauſed them be wriccen. | 
3- Icomenow in the third place to prove by Scripture, 
that they are the Word of God, becauſe what the Prophets 
and Apoſtles writ,it was written as ſrom the mouth of the 
Lord, by the help and aſliſtance of the Spiric of God. Hence 
it is ſaid, That God ſpake by their mouths. Luke 170. As 
he ſpake by the mouth of his holy Prophets which have bin 
fince the world began. AGs 1.16. This Scripture muſt needs 
have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghoſt by the mouth of 
David ſpake. And AQ: 3.18,21. But thoſe things, &c.which 
God hath l;. .:n by the mouth of all his holy Prophers 
fince the world began. Iſz. 51.16. I have put my words in 
thy mouth, Ter. 1.9. And ſaith David, 2 Sam. 23.2. The Spi- 
rit of the Lord ſpake by me, & his Word was in my tongue; 
By all which Scriptures ic clearly appears, that God helpt 
them to ſpeak, he gavethem a mouth, and wiſdome to de- 
clare his mind. And we find that they ſpake by the help of 
the Spiric of God, Nh. 9 30. Yet many years did!t thou 
forbear them, and teſtified —_ them, by thy Spiric in 
thy Prophets. 2 Per.1.21. For the prophelie came nut in 
old time by the will of man,but holy men of God ſpake as 
they were moved by the Holy Gholt. 2 Tim.3.16.AlIl Scri;- 
efure is given by inſpiration of God. And thus you fee the 
Pen men of the Scriptures were inſpired by the Huly Ghott 
to write them. And they were fo afliſted by God in that 
work, as God is ſaid to ſpeak by their mouths 3 and theres 
fore the Scriptures. muſt needs be the Word of God. 
4- I come in thy fourth place to prov? by Fc: ipture, that 
| Ic 
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The Seriptnres proved to be the Word of God. 
ir is the Word of God, by the ſeveral Epithets or Titles thac 
are yiven to the Scripture. I ſhall inftance in ſome few of 
the mans char are throughout the Scriptures. T hey arecal- 
Jed the Law of the Lord, Pſa-4.2. And often in the x19 Pſa. 
Dawid acknowledges it to be Gods Law; and P/. $1.4 The 
Laiw of the God of Taezh. They are called the Oracles ot 
God Rem 3.2. 1 Pet.4.11. The Counſel of God, At.20-27. 
P(z.33. 11. Prov. 19.21.The Will of the og nu th the 
Myttery of Gods will, Epb.1.9. the Goſpel of God, 1 Theſſ. 
2.9. the glorious Goſpel of the blefſed God, 1 Tim. 1. 11. 
the Goſpel of Chriſil, Rew. 1.16. Rem.15.19. the words of 
the Lord, Ter. 36.8. the words of the living God, Ter. 23. 36. 
the words of the Lord Jeſus, As 20.35. and very frequent- 
ly they are called the Word of God, es 40.8. Mark 7.13. 
Ker. 10.17. and very remarkable is thac place in 1 Thef. 2.13. 
For this cauſe thank we God withour cealing, becauſe when 
ye received the Word of Ged which ye heard of ut, ye recei- 
ved it not as the word of men, but es it is in truth the Werd 
ot God. And to conclude this, God himſelf calls the Scrip- 
tures his Word, Zacb.r.6,My Word and my Statuces. Micab 
2.7. Does: not my Word doe good to hith that walks up+ 
rightly ? And Kzek.2.7. Thou ſhalt —_ my words unto 
them. And ſaith Chrift, Mark $8.38. Whoſcever ſhall be a- 
ſhamed of me and-of my words. By all which places ic cleac- 
ly appears, that the Scriptures are the Word of God,becauſe 
they bear the title and name of God upon them, and God 
himſelf acknowledges them to be his words. 
Loftly, in the fifth and Jaſt place, I come co prove, that 
the Scriptures are the Word of God, by the titles that are 
given to the Miniſters thar declare the Scriptures : they are 
called the Mefſcngers of the Lord, Heg.1.13.then ſpake Hag- 
ai rhel ords Mcſfenger in the Lords Meflage unto the peo- 
ple. Aal. 2.9. The Prieits lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, 
and they (hould tek the Law arhis mouth, for he is the 
Meſlenger of the Lord of Hofis. And 2 Chron. 36. t-,16. 
The Lord God of their Fathers ſent to them by his Meſſen- 
gers,&c. Put they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and de- 
ipifcd hi> words. And they are called the Lords Miniſters, 
Tre] 
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Tvel 1.9- and Iſz. 61. 6. Ye (hall be named the. Priefls of 
the Lord; men (hall call you the Miniſte:s of our God. 
And the Apoſtle cal/s them,Miniſters of the New Teſtamene. 
2 Cor.3.6. Miniſters ot Chriſt, and ſtewards of the mylte- 
rics of God,1 Gor.q.t. Amvalladours for < hrift, 2 Cor.$. 
20. Now ifthe Sc. iptures be notche Word of God, how 
can thoſe that declare them, be cruly called the Mefſengers 
of God, and the Miniiters of Gad and of Chriſt , and the 
ſtewards of the Myſterics of God, and Amballzdors for 
Chrilt ? but they are thus called in the Scrip:ure; therefore 
the Scriptures are the Word ot God, elſe the Metſengers 
thereof could not be the Lords Mefſepgers. And thus have 
I done with the firſt thing propounded, To prove by the 
teſtimony of Scripture it (elf, that they arethe Word of 
God; and that becauſe God fpake them, wric them , or 
cauſed them to bee written": And they are. frequcatly in 
Scripture called the Word of God; and the Meſſengers that 
declare them are called the Meſſengers and Miniiters ot 
God, and Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and therefore chey mull 
needsbe che Word of God. 

2. I come now in the ſecond place, to (ſhew by Reafons 
thar'the Scaiptures are the Word of God. | ſhall lay down 
ſeveral Reaſons. 

Reaſow'n. The Antiquity of the Scriptu-es do clearly 
prove them to bee of God : For man could not write of 
things done before ever he had a beeing. But the works of 
the five firſt dayes Creation are mentioned in Scripture, and 
man was not made till the {ixt day, G-7. 1. therefore they 
muſt needs be the Word of God. 

Reaſon 2. They diſcover thoſe things man could not dle- 
clare : Az that the world was male of nothing; that man 
was at the firſt made of the dult of the Earth ; that there is 
but one God in effence,and yet that in chis one elT-11ce there 
ſhould be three Perſons ; that a Virgin ſhould bring tort') a 
Son ; that God ſhould take the nature of man upon him, 
and faffer,8&c. theſe things cannot come into the thoughts 
of man; but the Scriptures declare theſe things; theretore 
they are the Word of God. _ 
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R:2ſon 3. No word of man can diſtinguiſh the true God 
from theta{le; but this doth the Scriptures, 1/z. 41+ 20. to 
24. therefore they are the Word of God. | 

R22jon 4 No word of man can work a change in his 
heart, and make the ſtouteſt heart co tremble at the hearing 
thereot ; Bur the Sciiprures convert the ſoul, and work 
grace, Pſal.t9.7. Iobn 15.3: Tamer 4.5 6. and the opening 
chereot will make the heart burn and tremble, Lake 24+ 32. 
Act1 24-25. | thereforethey are the Ward of. God. 

Rraſon 5. No word of man is able to make a man wiſe 
unto ſalyation. But the holy Scriprures are able to_make 
a mai1 wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim-3-15. therefore chey are . 
the Word of God. : 

Resſon 6. No man,only by his own-writings, can diſco- 
ver Jeſus Chriſt. But the Scriptures diſcover Jeſus Chriſt, 
Afir 18. 28. Igbn 1. 45. Therefore they are the Word of 
God. | . 
Reaſon. No man can make Laws for mens thoughts ; 
Bur the Scriptures diſcover mens thoughts, and make Laws 
for them, Heb.4.12+ Eccleſc 10. 20, Therefore they are che 
Word of God. | 34-0 

Reaſon 3. Men make Laws to binde thoſe- that are un- 
der them, But che Sc iptures make Laws to bind che grea» 
reſt Rulers upon the Earth. Therefore they are the Word 
of God. | 

Regſon'g. Ir ſpeaks in a lofcy ſtyle, to the King, and the. 
ſubje&, and to all men alike. But thus doth not the word of 
man; for that puts a diſtinQion between perluus. There- 
fore the Script: es are the Word of God. . 

Resſor 10. No writings of man can procure eternal life 
to them that obſerve and do. them. But to believe and co 
«do whar the Scrip'ures require, will bring eternal life, I:bz 
5-24,29. Deut.32.46,47- Eck. 20. 11. Tobn.6.68. Iobn 20. 
31. Therefore they are the Word of God. 

Reaſon 11. No word of man can be truly called righte- 
ous, pure,or holy; For who can bringa clean thing out of 
an unclean? Ib 74, 4. Bur che. Scriptures are righteour, 
pure,and holy,P[119.8,9. Pſ.119 151,17 3. Rom.7.12. There- 
tore it is the Word of God. Ref. 
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Reaſon 12. If the Scriptures be not the Word of God, but 
of man, then Miniſters ought co teach nothing contained 
in the Scriptures, for DoQtcines oc Rules for Gods worlhip, 
Mat. 15. 9g. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for do- 
Arines the commandments of men,1{/z.29.13. Cel.2.22. Bur 
Miniſters oughc to teachno other doQcine, but what is con- 
tained in the Law and in the Goſpel, Iſa. 8. 20. 1 Tim. 1.3, 
10,11. Andifany man bring any other Goſpel then whac 
18 already received, he is accurſed,Gal.t.g. Or any that ſhall 
adde or diminiſh from the propheſie of the Book of th: 
Scriptnres, Rev. 22.18. Deut.4.2. Prov.ze.6- And the Scrip- 
cures aſs Bach us an holy life, 1 Pez. 1.16. Lev. 11.44. and 
how we are ty worſhip God, AG; 24: 14. Therefore they 
muſt needs be the Word of God. 

Reaſou 13. The ſweet Harmony of the Scriptures prove 
them to bethe Word of God; for no writings ot man do 
ſo debaſe man , exalc God , and preſſe men to obedience. 
But the Pen-men of the Scriptures doe all agree together in 
theſe things ; and although there were many Pen-men, yer 
there is no contradiQion in their wricings, but the Old Te- 
. ftament witneſſes to the New, and the New to the Old. 
Ic is not thus in the writings of men. Therefore they mult 
needs be the Writings of God. 

Reaſon 14; If they were written by man, they were writ- 
ten either by good men or bad men. But they were not 
written by bad men, for they hate the purity of the Scrip. 
tures; and to be ſure they were not written by good men, 
(as the Anthours thereof ) for they abhor to lie, and lay 
The Lord ſaith, if the Lord hath not ſaid the Word. There- 
fore they muſt needs be the written Word of God. 

Reaſon 15. The wonderful calling of Advſer , the Pro- 
phets, and Apoſiles , ro make known the Scriptures » doe 
manifeſtly prove them to be the Word of God ; ſee for Afs- 
ſer, how he was called, -Exog. 2.7,10. and3..2. Ads 7. 20, 
21. and Amor, and divers of the Apoſtles were unlearned 
men, which had not been brought up in the ſchouls of men, 
| 4m»17 14 15. Mk 1.16. And yet thele declared the 
Scriptures, which nzaniteſt more wiſdome then all the wiſe 
G Mn 
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men in the worldcan declare; yea, the Apoſtles that were 
unlearned and ignorant men, (pake in ſeveral tongues the 
wonder(ut works. of God, to the admiration of the hear» 
ers, AC}; 2.11. and 4.13. this could not come from man. 
Therefore it muſt needs be the Word of God, | 

Reaſon 16. No writings of man could declare the heavy 
wrath of God again(t tin, and the renxdy how to get rid of 
that wrath. Buc this doth whe Scriptures, tſa.9. 17. Row. 5.9. 
1 Theſ.5.9 Luke $1.36. therefore they are the Word ofGod. 

Reaſon 17. Ifthe Scriptures were not the Word of God, 
but of man, then certainly God would not have wreught 
ſo many miracks to confirm the trath of mans ſayings. 
Bur there are many miracles both in the Old and New Te- 
ſtameat, to confirm the truth of the Scriptures. There- 
tore they are the Word of God. 

Reajon 18. Nacreature, Angels,,xen or Devils, if all were 
put together, could ever be able ro dedlare before hand, 
whae particular perſons ſhould be born, and what ſhould be 
their names, and whar they ſheuld do, ſome thouſand-and 
hundred years before thejr parents were born. Bur this do 


the Scriptures,es we read of the Meffias,Gen.3.15. Iſa. 9.6,7. 


and Tofrab, 1 Kings 13.2. 2 Kings 28. 16,19. Therefore it is 
the Word of God. - 

Reofon 89. No man will write and declare to the world 
their own tailings and infirmities. But many of the Pen- 
men of the Scriptures do declare their own failings and in- 
firmities, which they would never have done, had rhey not 
been moved thereunto by the Spirit of God. Theretore 
tte Scriptures mull be the Word of God. 

Resſon 20. All the prophecies of the Scripture from time 
to time haye been punRually performed end fu}filled. But 
ſo are not all mans prophecies. Therefore they are the 
Word of God. 

Reaſon 21. The word of mapis often broken. But the 
Scripture cannot be broken, John 10.35. Therefore it is 
the Word of God. \ 

Reeſon 22. If the Scriptures weve not the Word of God, 
the Churches of /God wou g before this time con 
| foun 
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found them out to be only the word of man; as Feremiah 


found out Hannaniab, Fer.28. 15,16. andas the Church of 
Epbeſus tound out the talſe Apoltles, Rev, 2.2. But the truch 
ot Gods Word in the Scriptures hath ever been held forth 
by the Chucches ot God, as a Proclamation upon a pillar, 
1 Tin.3.1i. Now as a Proclamation receives not its autho- 
ri:y trom he piilar, nor the light from che Candleſtick that 
bears ic : Soneicher do the tuihs of the Scriptures receive 
their authority from the Church,or any member thereof,buc 
from God which is che onely Authour thereof, and ſoall 
Chriltian Churches acknowledge. And thus you ſee, that 
the Scriptures are the Word of God, 1. Reaſon ſhews it. 
2. The Spirit of God perſwades it, /z,59.21. 3.The Sccip- 
wr2s themſelves afirm ic; and 4. The Churches of God 
have ever received it as the Word ot God. Therefore it mult 
ne«ds be the Word of God. 

To conclude this: It the Scriptures be not the Word of 
God, bug of man only ; then 2. Man ſhould teach himſelf 
his duty towards God. 2. We ſhould have no certain rule 
for our Faith and Religion. 3. Theie ſhould beno neceſ- 
lity of reading and hearing the Scriptures. 4.1f we deny the 
Scriptures to bee the Word of God, we catt off all means 
which God hath appointed for eternal lite, Tohn 5. 39. And 
laſtly,dombting ot this,expolſes us to all Atheiſline, and con- 
cempr of Religion and Juſtice. Therefore, ſeeing (as hath 
been fully proved, the Scriptures themfelves,and Reaſon al- 
lo make it apparent, that che Scriptures are the Word of 
God, let ns v<lieve they are ſo ; And as the Apoſtle exhorts, 
Phil.3.16. Let us walk by che ſame rule, and mind the fame 
thing. And thus have [| done with the firſt Propoſition, 
That the Sc iptures contained in the Books of the O!d and 
New Teftament,commontly called the Bivle, is the revealed 


_ Will and Ward ot God. 


Prop.I1. 1 come now to the fecond Propoſition ; That 
the Scriptures which is che Ward of Gad, is the only toun- 
dation tor our faith, and the only rule for our obedience. 

This Propolition falls incothele two parts: 1. That the 
Seripuuces is the only foundation for our faith.2. Thai ic 
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is the only rule for aur obcdience. 1 ſhall very briefly ſpeak 
to both theſe things. 
Firſt, That the Scriptures is the only foundation of our 
faith. | 
i. The Scriptures are the means by which faith is wrought, 
Rim. 10.17. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by- the 
Word of God, Epb. 1. 13. In whom ye allo truſted, after 
that ye heardthe word ot truth, the Goſpel of yaur ſalva- 
tion. And ſaith Chriſt, Fohn5. 24 He that heareth my 
word, and belicveth en him that ſent me, hatheverlaſiing 
life. And the Word is called the word of Faith, Rom. 10. 
8. The myſtery of Faith, 1 Tim 5 9. T hie faith of the Goſ- 
pel, Pbi/.1.27. Andall this to teach us, that all true faith is 
wrought by and founded upon the Word of God. 
2+ Itis the very end why the Scriptures are written, John: 
20.31. That we might make them the foundation ct our 
faith and hope in God, 1 Fobn 5. 13. Theſe things. have 1 
written,&c. that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God. Rom. 15. 4- Whatſoever things were written afore 
time, were written for our Jearning, that we through pati- 
ence and comfart of the Scriptures, might have hope. 
$: The Scriptures muſt needs be che only foundation to 
build faith on, becauſe we find the faithful in Scripture did 
ever mzke it the only foundation of their faith. Abrabam 
the father of the faithtul , he believed according to that 
which was ſpoken, Rew.4 18. and David, Pſal. 119.42. 1 
cruſt in thy Word. And the Diſciples, Tobn 2.22. they belie- 
ved the Scriptures,and the Word which Jeſus had-ſaid. And: 
obſerve SS. Pauls Confeſſion, 48s 24. 14, 15. I confeſs unto 
thee,that after the way which they call Herelie, ſo worſhip 1 
the God of my Fathers, believing all things which are writ- 
ten in the Law and the Prophets , and have hope towards 
God,&c. And the Bereans, AG 17+ 11, 12. ſearched the 
Scriptures, whether thoſe things were ſo; therefore many 
of them) believed. And thus you fee, they made the Scrip- 
cures the only foundation for their faith. 
4+ They cannot have faith in Chrifl, that believe not the 
Scriptures; this is clearly proved by theſe Scriptures, 1:h.5. 


46,47. 


of faith. 


5. It is only faith in the written Word of God, that will 
fill the ſoul wich ſpicicual joy, Row.15 1 2,13. and hence it 
is, that David ſaith,Pſzl.1 19.163. I rejoice in thy Word, as 
onethact findeth great ſpoil; and faith the Apoltle, 1 Iobn 1.4 
Theſe things have I written unto you, that your joy may be 
full. There ca: be no ſpiritual joy in thoſe that build not 
their faith in the written Word and promiſes of God. 
by faith in the Word, that believers of old(and ac all times) 
obtained promiſes, Heb. 11.33. And Chriſt, when he was up- 
on the Earth , prayed for ſuch as ſhould believe on him 
through the Word ( wricten by the Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts) John 17. 20; Therefore the written Word of God 
. malt needs be the only foundation of faith. | 

Laſtly,we are commanded to make the Word of God the 
ground of our faich; and it is condemned as a fin , not to 
believe the Word of God, Chro.20. 20. Believe in the Lord 
your God,fo ſhall you be eſtabliſhed ; Believe his Prophets; 
ſo ſhail ye proſper. ®ſ. 106. 24. They believed not his 
ord preached did not profit them, 
not being mixt wich faich in them that heard it. And thus 
you ſee God commands we ſhould build our faith upon the 
Scriptures : therefore they muſt needs be the only foundz= 
Before 1 conclude this, take this Caution : 
Alchough the Word of God be the only foundation for us 
co build our faith on; yet the Word as it confiſteth of lecters 
and ſyllables, hath no ſtrength to beget faith in mens 
hearcs, for many hear, but do not believe, Iſz. 6. 9, 


Word. Heb. 4. 2. The 


tion of faith. 
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46.47. Forhadye believed Moſer, ye would have believed 
-me, for he wrote of me; Bur if ye believe nor his writings, 
how ſhall ye believe my words? Luke16 31. If they bear 
not Moſer and the Prophets , neither will they be perſwa- 
ded, though one riſe from the dead. 
5.39. Search the Scriptu:es, for in them ye look to have 
eternal life,and they are they which teftifie of me. By theſe 
Scriptures it is clear, that thoſe that believe not the Scrip+ 
tures, cannot have faith in Chiiit by any other means, And 
therefore the Scriptures mutt needs be the only foundation 


And ſaith Chriſt, Job. 
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therefore it is only from the Spirits working, together wich 
the Word, that faith is wrought, 1 They: 1. 5. Our Goipel 
came not in wordonly, but alſo in power and in the Holy 
Ghoſt. The Word wot ks not faith without che Spiric, net- 
ther duth the Spirit work faith without the Word ; but the 

Spirit by the Word, works fanRification , and a lively yaich 

tuunded upon the Word, as ye may (ee in theſe Scriptures, 

Jobv 17.17. Joba 6.63. Iſa. 59.21. Hag.2.5, And thus have 

I proved the tirtt part of the Propalition , That the Scrip- 

tures is che only foundatſon ot faith: 

Secondly,] comenow to the ſecond; That the Scriptures 
which are the Word of God, are the only rule for our obe- 
dience. I might far proot of this give you many teitimo» 
nies of Scripture 3 bur I thall name a few for all. Deur.5.32, 
33. Ye ſhall obſerve to dotherefore, as the Lord hath com- 
mand:d you ; ye ſhall not turn alidero the-righc hand nor 
co the lett; ye {ball walk in all:the ways which the Lerd 
your Gud hach commanded you, Dext.6.25. And it ſhall be 
our righteouſneſs , it we obterve ta do all theſe Command- 
ments betore the Lord,as he hath commanded us. Foſb.23.6. 
Keep and do all chat is writcen in the Book of the Lawof 
Moſes. The Word of God in the Old and New Teltament, 
is aperfet Law,Pſ.i 9.7. Famer 1.25. Rom. 8-2. Ang hence 
ic is the Scriptures are ſaid to bee able 10 make the man of 
God petfeR, 2 Tinm.3. 17-. And it muit needs be fo, becauſe 
where there is no tranſgretlion of the Law of God , there is 
na lin ; for all {1n is the tranſgreſſion of the Law of God, 
1 Toh. 3 4. And therefore God promiſes to all thoſe he enters 
into Covennt With, To wrice his Law in their hearts, ler. 
31.33. Heb 8.10. And of every righteous may ic is ſaid, The 
Law of God is in his heart, P/.39.31. By all which, it ap- 
pears the Word of God is the only rule for our obedience. 
It may alſo yer farther appear, if ye contider, | 

1. The Lord is the only Law-giver, Jam. 4 12. and his 
Word is the only right rule tor our obedience, F/; 33.4. and 
_ it iscalled the fure Word,2 Per.1.19. it will never 

ai 

2. Ic is an everlaſtingi1ule ſo long as we live on Earth , 
t Per. 
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1 Pet.1. 25. The Word of the Lord endureth for ever. 

3. No man can be blamelefs in his lite, unleſs his conver: 
ſation be ordered according to the Word af God, Fſal.1 19. 
9 Lucke 1.6. Tins 2.5, 

4+ Every man ſhall be judged according to what is writ- 
ten in the Book of Gods Word, ITohn 12.48. Rey 20-12. 

_ there are many promiſes made to the keeping of 
Gods Word,and many threatnings denounced againit ſuch 
as walk contrary to the rules of Gods Word , Gal. 6. 1 6. 
Rev.23.14. Luke 11.28. And for threatnings read Dewt. 28. 
15. &c. Before I conclude, take theſe two Cautions : 

Cantion 11 Although the written Word of God be a per- 
feR rule of righteouſneſs , and the oyly rule for our obedi- 
ence 3 yet know, that no man can , or does perfeAly tultill 
the Law of God, for, James 3.2. In many things we offend 
all ; and Prov. 20.9. Who can ſay, | have made my heart 
. clean,l am pur: tom fin? The molt eminent believer fins in 
many things; but the unbeliever ſins in all chings, Heb. 11.6. 
Yet every godly man hath reſpeR co all, and detircs and en- 
deavors to keep all the Commandments of Ged,Pſ.11 9.5,6. 
and do not willingly allowhimſelf in any conſtant violati- 
on of Gods Law, but delights in it in the inward mans Row: 
7.15,16. and the 22 verſe. 

Camtion 2, Take this Caution ; although belicvers are 
freed from the condemning power of the Law, yet arc chey 
not freed from the commanding or dire&ing power thereof, 
#1. Coreg. 21. 1 Tim.i.8, To conclude, they that make not 
the Word or God the rule for their ations, are led either 
by their own fancies, or the Devils temprations, or both. 
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